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Did you ever have something like this happen t?ydne minute you're on top of
the world because of something you did or said t@aext you're cut down to size, because
of something you said or did.

This is what happened to Peter. Jesus askeddaipléds"Who do you think |
am?" At first there is silence until Peter blurts uknow, you are the one we've been
waiting for, you are the anointed one, the Messialthe Christ!" Jesus praises Peter,
"God bless you, Peter, you are the very first persoto figure me out. God blessed you
with this sacred knowledge and you have the honoff being the very first member, the
very first building block of the new church | am alout to build!"

Can you imagine how Peter felt, singled out andized for his brilliant spiritual
insight? Most likely it went to his head, so hes\ieeling pretty good about himself.

But then, moments later Jesus cut Peter back dowize after revealing his new
spin on what it really means to be the Messialsteld of being a triumphant Christ who
would bring instant gratification and glory to lisciples, Jesus would become a suffering
Messiah, by going to Jerusalem and allowing himselbe crucified. Instead of living
triumphantly for his people, he would die horrilbby our sins.

Peter didn't like this plan, wanting Jesus to beoae user friendly Christ who would
make discipleship fun, safe and profitable. Hean'tiant a Christ who demanded the high
cost of servanthood and sacrifice. So Peter ahjéblo Jesus, | forbid it. You will not
follow your risky scheme and go to Jerusalem to dieé

Recognizing the devil was pulling Peter's strithgssame way he tempted himself in
the wilderness Jesus rebuked PetéPeter, that's the devil speaking through you!
You're acting like a stumbling block. Change yourthinking. You can't love the world
system and be a citizen of the Kingdom!"

It was no accident Jesus asked his que$idimo do you think | am?" in Caesarea
Philippi, one of the great cities of the ancientrlajojust twenty five miles from Galilee.
Unlike Jerusalem, a strictly Jewish city, CaesdPbdippi was a strictly Roman city, a
symbol of Rome's power and glory. It was alsohhvae of the Temple built in honor of the
Greek god Pan.

Can you see why Jesus chose this venue to regadentity? It would be as Jesus
took you to the Mall in Washington, D.C. or Timegu&re in New York, or Rodeo Drive in
Beverly Hills and in the midst of all the power agidz pops the questioivho am 1?"
And when you answefYou are the Christ,” he then answef€500d, you gave the right
answer. But now comes the harder questionAre you willing to give up the world's
glitz and power, and instead take on a lifestyle odervice and sacrifice?” But before
you answer, let me tell you something. If you gdé way of the world, if you spend your
life obsessing over material wealth, being a contrdreak and always wanting to be
number one, you'll end up being a loser. On the ber hand, if you deny yourself these
things and try to live like me you will gain all the good graces of my kingdom."
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This is the same challenge Jesus sets beforarnydune every day. Make your
decision. Choose your destiny.

Like Peter, our spirits are willing, but the fleshweak. Sometimes you become a
building block in the Kingdom. Other times you bew, for yourself and possibly others, a
stumbling block. But remember, even when you Jagus still loves you. You will have
your ups and downs and like Peter you may even desys three timesl (don't know
him, 1 have nothing to do with him"). But even when you are a stumbling block, you are
still loved and valued."Jesus loves me this | know for the bible tells meo. Little ones
to him belong, They are weak, but he is strong. e Jesus loves me, the bible tells me
s0.")

The need to be loved and valued, even when yoti ldea and value yourself, isn't
that one of the reasons you came to Jesus and flsiskéol be your Lord and Savior?

But does that knowledge of unconditional love gree permission to go your way,
embrace the World and forget the kingdom becausgewér you do, Jesus still loves you no
matter what?

You know the answer to that. God’s unconditidoat is supposed to empower you
to change. That's exactly what happened to P&ead the Book of Acts, and you'll find a
changed man, preaching and healing, defying thédvb@cause he was empowered by the
presence of Christ to take Jesus' place and certtieuministry he started.

That's what you and | are supposed to do. LeisJ&s/e change and empower you
to become like Jesus and take his place in ouebralorld.

When Jesus asks the questidWho am I?" immediately there is the follow up
guestion,"Who are you?" Only you can answer that question as you discgwer true
identity. Like Peter, you walk that bumpy roadd@cipleship. Along the way you learn to
pray, to talk and listen to God and embrace GoaistMibund in the Bible so you can change
and be empowered to love and serve others, usngjfte and graces God gives you.

Two thousand years later Jesus continues to bigilchurch one block at a time. We
have the potential of being either a building bleckd even sometimes a stumbling block.
Either way you are loved and accepted because @dispel of the Second Chance.

Of course the goal is to be a building block mimees than you are a stumbling
block. How do you begin to realize that goal?

One of the themes of this summer's sermon comtitude the importance of a
disciplined prayer life grounded in scripture. Muektime each day to pray for yourself and
your loved ones, praying that God will build you apd empower you to be a good and
faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.

Question. Have you heard this? Do you realizg éssential it is to go to God in
prayer so you can live your life abundantly?

If you read the September BellTower, you will fimény opportunities to get a jump
start by joining a small group for Bible Study gmrayer. If none of the times are right for
you, let me know. We'll start another group.

And as the fall continues we are making availabteer opportunities for
discipleship, to help you identify your personaftgjithat can be matched up with
opportunities for ministry.

| have been praying that the Holy Spirit will ptaleep in your heart a burning desire
to grow in Christ and serve in Christ's name st i@e and more you will grow into your
discipleship.
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Stumbling Block or Building Block? Choose wiséby Christ's sake.

Let us pray!
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