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Sometimes Church seems to be about the busings®wing to a skeptical world
God exists.

But is it the job of the Church to prove the tetge of God?" | don't think so,
especially when you realize not once in all thedib any attempt ever made to “prove” the
existence, let alone the reality of God. Instead G always a given.

The first verse of the Bible sets the tone. Imé&gs 1:1 we read'In the beginning
when God created the heavens and the earth the spiof God swept over the face of the
deep." Very matter of factly the author of Genesis makggain God alone is the creating
force behind the universe.

This God centered theology is put in a sharperdaa the prologue of John's Gospel.
"In the beginning was the Word and the Word was wih God and the Word was God.
All things were created through him..."

Thus, the fourth evangelist declares Christ isatient of creation and life.

This theme of God’s eternal presence continuethenFirst Letter of John who
writes:

"We declare to you what was from the beginning, Whawe have heard and seen and
touched...Concerning the Word of life.

So, the ultimate concern of the Bible from theiiweigg of the Old Testament until
the end of New Testament is not whether God is Tded big question i%Are you real?"

In other words, have you discovered what it takdsetan authentic human being whose aim
is not just the survival of the fittest, but thgagment of life to the fullest?

In the book, The Power of Myth", Joseph Campbell argué®eople say that
what we're all seeking is a meaning for life. | do't think that's what we're really
seeking. | think what we are seeking is an expenee of being alive so that our life
experiences on the purely physical plain will haveesonance within our innermost
being and reality so that we actually feel the raptre of being alive.”

Once you experience being fully alive you alsoegigmce being fully human and the
bible makes it clear, your fullest humanity canydm realized through knowing Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior.

Any alternative lifestyle will be empty and unfllihg. John Lennon and Paul
McCartney capture the essence of this dull and dagraxistence in the song Elanor Rigby.

Look at all the lonely people!

Elanor Rigby picks up the rice in the church whee a wedding has been,

Lives in a dream,

Waits at the Window, Wearing a face

That she keeps in a jar by the door

Who is it for?

All the lonely people, where do they all come frofh

All the lonely people, where do they all belong?

Father McKenzie, writing the words of a sermon
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That no one will hear

No one comes near

Look at him working, darning his socks in the nidnt
When nobody's there, what does he care?

All the lonely people, where do they all come fra?
All the lonely people, where do they all belong?

The world is full of lonely people whose lives grat marked with broken dreams
and unrealized expectations.

Kazuo Ishiguro gives great insight on how and wigylet this happen in his novel
"The Remains of the Day." If you haven't seen the film, read the book. dt'sharacter
study of the self-repression of the human spirit.

Mr. Stevens is head butler of Darlington Hall. Eemes from a long line of
gentlemen’s gentlemen. He’s an expert at whable dnd takes great pride in his work, but
underneath it all he is unfulfilled and unhappye Iies to serve others, but he refuses to let
others serve him. He hides behind a mask of gliggiity but deep down he is lonely and
afraid.

The more you learn about him the more you becameicced he's not even close to
living up to his fullest potential. You may eveense that he's far more gifted than his
employer, Lord Darlington, but Steven's self imgbs®lation forbids him from removing
his mask and becoming a real human being. Ancesernains trapped in Darlington Hall,
old and tired, bitter and neglected, never oncesmgp what it means to be an authentic
human being who can love and be loved.

In the Bible God reveals himself to be our loviragher, but God also reveals himself
to be our beloved brother in Jesus, a very reshfind blood human being. In the sacred
mystery of his death and resurrection, the belaagdmunity is called to remind each other
the promise of the Resurrection isn't just for thead; it's especially for the living.
Resurrection is real. Eternal Life is real whem ylow yourself to become real. Jesus
shows us how to live life to the fullest. And tipitrase “Eternal Life” doesn't mean your
existence is prolonged to go on and on and onthkeEnergizer Bunny. Instead, your
Eternal Life is a reflection of the life of JesuShe true measure of life is based on quality
rather than quantity. Your goal should not be $impadd years to your life, but life to your
years. What counts is whether your life is lange fll, not empty and small.

Listen again to what Joseph Campbell sdidthink what we are seeking is the
experience of being alive. So that our life expences on the physical plain will have
reassurances within our innermost being and realitySo we actually feel the rapture of
being alive."

Almost everyone knows someone you would Ealtger than life.” You may
conger up the various adjectives that would desdiileir personalities:clear thinking
maybe even brilliant, bold, adventurous, kind, compssionate." There's the beginning of
a list of character traits. You can make it londpert there is one word that you cannot keep
off the list and that's the wofdeal.”

Read the Gospels, contemplate the interactiondegtwesus and all those who came
his way. What was it that either attracted or flegehem? What made people want to
follow him or kill him? The answer: Jesus was @@ his'realness" brought out either the
best or worst in people.
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Whenever a theologian makes the claim Jesus wegaaynt's just another way of
saying Jesus is real, fully human, and totally entilc in his personhood, everything God had
in mind when he placed Adam and Eve in the gardemd its full flower in Jesus. God is
real; if you have any doubts then look at Jestes’dnd remember Jesus invites you to share
in his life so you can be authentic in your relagioips with God, each other and yourself.

Again, think of that person you consider to bgdarthan life. If this person is really
real he or she would be the first to fully subserib these words of our New Testament
lesson."If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves atte truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he will forgive us and cleanse fusm all unrighteousness."

Real people are not afraid to face the truth alizermselves as the spirit of Jesus
frees them to experience the rapture of being .aldfecourse, sometimes experiencing the
rapture of being alive means also experiencing e of being alive. Life isn't just made up
of multiple resurrections. There are also multiptacifixions, but if you are willing to
endure it all with Christ by your side, then yoay will be complete. But before this can
happen, you must dare to become vulnerable.

But how many of us let others minister to our aeepest personal hurts and pains?
Remember the butler in Remains of the Day. Hetxaert in what he does and takes great
pride in his work, and yet deep down he is unfeffiland unhappy. He lives to serve others,
but he refuses to let others serve him. He higésbd his mask of quiet dignity, but deep
down he's alone and afraid.

| was once in a gathering of pastors. As our tiogether started, we all had our
masks on."How you do'in? Great, we met our budget and attedance is up!" "Oh
yeh! hey, I'm taking this great course on esoteritheology. I'm learning a lot." Another
said,"l just got an article published.” And then, out of nowhere one pastor took off his
mask and talked of his crucifixiofi'm really not doing very well. I'm feeling very
depressed lately and | feel like I'm just going though the motions. | really need you all
pray for me." And with that all the masks came off, fears dadi$ were put out on the
table and guess what, all of us in the room wele tabsense the presence of Jesus who was
there all along. But until that time we werenbaing our humanity to be with him.

God is real: are you? You can be, flaws andfalbu trust His risen presence to be
in our midst as together we become the Church asGind carry one another's burdens, for
Jesus sake. Amen.

Let us pray!
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