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Our responsibility to others is a recurring theaméhe Bible. In the Old
Testament, Cain, seeking to justify himself, astéed|,"Am | my brother's keeper?in
the New Testament, a lawyer seeking to justify leifnssked JesusyWho is my
neighbor?"

Cain was answered with punishment, cursed to wahdesarth while the lawyer
was answered with a parable designed to end olessnwandering so we can be set on
a new path leading to a new understanding of vilraeans to love one another.

But before we examine this parable we better éxstmine ourselves, for we, like
Cain, almost every day are confronted with the joes"Am | my brother's or sister's
keeper?"

Most of us wouldn't give a second thought to hjpeople we feel good about,
and we’re willing to help the other fellow if wetggomething in return. It's not that we
expect an outright reward, just the satisfactiokradwing we've helped someone we love
and care about is usually payment enough. Youtgeefriendship isn’t based on "you
owe me one," but rather the philosophy "pass it onbther words, if you go out of your
way for a friend or relative, you've received yoeward and the only thing the other
person could do to pay you back is to help sometsewith the same spirit of good
will.

Ideally that's how it should be. But realistigatidoesn't always work that way
because we're flawed, tainted by original sin, @neh though we usually try to put our
best foot forward, sometimes we trip ourselvesngbfall flat on our faces.

Strangely enough that first recorded murder inBHie started out with the best
of intentions. Both brothers, in the spirit of whip, offered up the best fruits of their
labors. Cain, a farmer, sacrificed to God themref his crop. And Abel, a shepherd,
brought to God his prize fatted calf. But Cairt fsbel's sacrifice was superior, which
probably reflects that somehow Cain saw himsebieasg inferior.

So, what we have here is the first recorded chsibling rivalry and like any
envious sibling, Cain got angry, which is normabegh, but instead of processing his
anger in a healthy way, Cain struck Abel down,ibstead of getting up and fighting
back like he was suppose to, Abel's limp body listthere.
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Cain was certainly guilty of planning to strikesturother but probably wasn’t
guilty of premeditative murder. But the deed wasaland Cain instead of taking
responsibility tried to justify himself by askingp@,"Am | my brother's keeper?"

In other words, was Cain, and are we, respon$ibblehat we’'ve done or what
we’ve failed to do to those God places around lis®e're honest, the answer is "yes,"
but in a situation like Cain's we too will ratiorza our way out of any responsibility; but
be forewarned: we will also rationalize our way otibur humanity and like Cain,
become fugitives from God's justice.

As | said earlier when Cain askédm | my brother's keep@t he was answered
with punishment. But when the lawyer ask&ftho is my neighbor?Jesus answered
with a parable designed to end our punishment scanée set back on that right path to
enhance our humanity and save our souls.

Jesus came into the world to do just that andobiee major themes of his
teachings was thiswe are all neighbors, so do unto others as yould/bave them do
unto you." Unfortunately, not everyone is receptive to thagpel and instead try to limit
the Bible's concept of neighborhood by definingcHpequalifications.

For instance, by Jesus' time all faithful Jewssstibed to the biblical formula,
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your neaoul, mind and strength and your
neighbor as yourselfBut the legalists, those of rigid mind and hegaut,a high wall
around this all-inclusive commandment and effetyiexcluded most of the people it
was designed to include.

Therefore, in the eyes of a Pharisee a neighbsrsemeone who, looked like
him, thought like him, believed like him and actié@ him. In other words, if you were
a Jew and meticulously followed the Law of Mosesclvlwas composed of 613 rules
and regulations (365 thou shall nots and 248 thailis), then you qualified. You were
by definition a neighbor. And only then did yowsdeve all the implied rights and
privileges.

Now before we criticize the Pharisees, let's heelsband admit in our own way
we do the same thing. We’re more likely to excltaln to include. We feel more
comfortable with people who look like us, thinkdikis, believe like us and behave like
us.

That's why the parable of the Good Samaritan tgvasy today as it was 2,000
years ago, because God wants us to first hear ldisl\dhd then expand our
neighborhood so people once beyond the pale wiNdleomed and loved by you and
me.

Now, when askedWho is my neighbor?Jesus knew the lawyer was trying to

justify himself, so Jesus turned the tables on hWithen he finished telling the parable of
the Good Samaritan the lawyer realized that Jesissreally saying;You didn’t ask the
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right question, so | answered what you should leskeed." So, the real question isn't,
“Who is my neighbor?but rathef’Am | a good neighbor?"

Jesus' listeners didn't expect that. Oh, theydcexcuse the priest and the Levite
for passing the half-dead victim on the roadsid@ke priest couldn't touch the man
because if the man was dead, in the eyes of thehlawas unclean, and therefore the
priest too would be rendered unclean and therefofie to carry out his duties in the
temple. The listeners could even understand wly #dvite passed by. It may have been
a trick and if he stopped to help, he might beahe beaten and robbed.

Well, by this point in the parable the people hepdesus may have been asking
themselves,;So, what's his point? Where's Jesus taking us®l Jesus saidBut a
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he Wakt.this point the lawyer and the
other listeners probably though©bviously the villain of the story has arrivedyecause
as you already know, the Jews had no dealingsSatharitans because Samaritans
didn't look like them, think like them, believe éikhem or act like them.

But then, Jesus pulled the rug right out from wridem and he went on to say,
"And when the Samaritan saw the man he had congraasid went to him, bound his
wounds, set him on his own beast, brought him tmamand took care of him.This
was the turning point of the parable and evendhg/ér was humbled when asked by
Jesus; Of the three, who do you think proved neighbathi man who fell among the
robbers?"for the lawyer could only respontlhe one who showed mercyg'which
Jesus responde@po and do likewise."

Like that lawyer we should be humbled too. Wednibe truth of Christ's
teachings to transform our old way of thinking aedlize we are one another's keepers
and any one in need is our neighbor. It doesnttanavhat they look like, how they
think, or behave. They may live as far away asother side of the world or as close as
the inner city of Baltimore.

Christ is calling us to expand our neighborhoWdhy? Because God loves us
and we are commanded to love one another and wirgpecsonal and corporate
ministries include feeding the hungry, clothing tteked and welcoming the stranger we
discover our neighbor in need is really Christ rethir Jesus saidds you do it to the
least of my brothers and sisters you do it to me."

That quote from our Lord's teachings should prewidhat it takes to convert us to
a new and Christ-centered concept of neighborhod8al's guidance and grace will
empower us to be good Samaritans, increasinglyeaafaour neighbors who need to be
loved by God's children, Christ's brothers andessst
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