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Matthew’s story of Jesus’ brief but telling cons&tion with the rich kid should
make us ask, “What'’s that one thing keeping me fgoring myself completely over to
God?”

Look long and hard at this young man until you sae yourself. He said from
childhood he honored the Law of Moses and livedhwwiGod’s will. But Jesus rightly
discerned he lacked one thing. The remedy: “Gloafiejour possessions, give the
proceeds to the poor, follow me and then you’lldnaternal life.

Who was this young man? Obviously his father waalthy so naturally he
never lacked for anything. If he lived in our tiraed place, I'd imagine him being
educated in the best schools and presently leathentamily business. Growing up he
played golf at the country club, spent summergeit house in the Hamptons, skied in
Colorado during winter break and traveled the wérkt class with his parents. He
wears designer clothes and a rolodex watch, devesrsche convertible and never once
had to worry about money because his life was abaglfinancially secure.

But despite his pampered lifestyle, he’s by nomsesn empty suit. Raised in a
Christian home he grew up in the church. He attdrfflunday school, bible studies and
became a leader in the youth fellowship. He ngeg¢into trouble, in fact just the
opposite, being a respected role model for hisplekept some friends out of trouble.
Everybody thought this young man was the real deal,he was.but then Jesus burst
his bubble when be looked him straight in the eyd $aid, “But you lack one thing...”

Straight away knowing Jesus was right on the mome sadly turned and walked
away because he couldn’t, he wouldn’t do as Jeskeda

That’s when Jesus famously announced, “How muctienat will be for the rich
to enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel talgough the eye of a needle.”

This saying greatly disturbed his disciples. Etheugh they weren't rich,
something tells me they perceived this rich yoursgntook God as seriously as
themselves. That's why they were completely inaleds and asked one another, “If this
good man can’t make it, who can be saved?”

Hopefully today we’re all asking the same questi@ure, none of us are wealthy,

but we do worry about our finances especially nowhis economy. Friends and
neighbors, maybe you, worry about getting pinkpsigh or salary cuts. To top it off some
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of us have debts and school tuitions to pay. @thawe taken on second jobs and still
others can't find any. So, we’re nothing like titeh young man | just described.

And yet, when compared with the vast majority ebple alive in the world
today, we are the wealthy ones. True, everythsnglative, but none of us go hungry,
lack clothing or housing. In fact, on average wehe best clothed, fed and housed
people in human history, but as | said, from ourtage point it’s all relative.

You need to know whenever | prepare my sermomglirhyself preaching to
myself, and this passage has become a helpful damhrelping me keep my priorities
straight at this time in our congregation’s history

Last Sunday and this morning you heard two thdughgports on the budget
deficits we are facing primarily due to the recessand several families who were
historically generous contributors relocating oustate. As your pastor, you can
imagine these unpleasant realities have kept msooe nights. In my unguarded
moments | become anxious, until | sense God inyitire to rest in his presence and
recall God’s continued faithfulness throughout . |

But my problem is this time, these fears won'ttquihey keep plugging away
and testing my trust in God’s provision, until leég hear his still small voice reinviting
me to rest in his presence and trust one way ahan&od will provide.

I’'m sure all of you have had similar experienc&foney’s tight, the future
uncertain, and despite our economizing, moneWistigfint and the future remains
uncertain.

So, what message is God sending us today, iffitlaiscial climate?

How about this: we need to remind each other af’&promised provision. The
Exodus story of manna from heaven is a good placgait.

After the Exodus from Egypt Moses led the Hebrews the desert before they
could go home to the Promised Land, because iwilderness, the Hebrews would learn
how to trust their lives to God as part of thestogation as the Chosen People. This
restoration process was seemingly interrupted wihein food ran out. They became
anxious and started complaining, “Did you bringous here to die Moses?” That's when
God provided the manna from heaven, which wasyreadiweet-tasting, natural
substance containing carbohydrates that regulppgars in the desert after the morning
dew evaporates. God, through Moses then instrabtegeople to go out each morning
to collect only enough for one day, no more no.ldsaturally there were some who
wouldn’t trust and obey and gathered up more thag heeded, only to smell a putrid
odor penetrating from the hiding places in themtsehe next morning.

Certainly this biblical theme becomes even moceised in Jesus’ teachings,
especially his Sermon on the Mount. “Thereforelllyfou do not worry about your life,
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what you will eat or drink or what you will wear...bk at the birds of the air...your
Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not more \wdutihen they? ...So do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itel” (Matthew 6:25-27; 31, 34)

Keep in mind Jesus was primarily speaking to atieace living on the edge.
They didn’t have job security or any guarantees tlaenilies would be adequately fed or
clothed.

You may think, “It sounds good Jesus, but | cafford to ‘don’t worry, be
happy’ in my present situation,” to which Jesus ldaespond, “On the contrary you
can't afford not to worry if you want the securdf/the full, abundant life.

Which now brings us to the rich kid’s questionttbaginally opened up this
discussion. Remember, he asked, “Good Teachet,gooa deed must | do to have
eternal life?”

Whether or not he really knew what he was askamgif we understand what he
was asking for, we can fully appreciate Jesus’ @nswhe key phrase in his question is
“eternal life.” When the Bible speaks of eterfif@ it's not just the concept of spiritual
immortality, your personality living on for all etaty. Eternal life is even bigger than
that. How much better would our quality of life imethis world, if we could grasp this
truth: Eternal life, the full, abundant life Chrisffers isn’t something we must wait for
until we die and go to heaven. Instead God matezsd life available to us in the here
and now. Take time this week to reread the Seromothe Mount. It's a prescription for
Kingdom living here on earth in spite of the trialsd tribulations we all inevitably face.
His Beatitudes shows us his way, the only way &dlyeexperience inner peace and joy,
not only during the best of times, but especiallying the worst of times.

Again you may be thinking, “Sounds good in thedmyt it’'s impossible to live
like that all the time! The disciples would ageei¢h you. “Then who can be saved?”
they asked after Jesus likened entering heaveramal going through the eye of a
needle. Jesus’ answer? “For mortals it's impdsshut not for God; for God all things
are possible.”

You see, your salvation isn’t based on what youdmfor God (remember the
rich kid’'s erroneous assumption in his questionhadmust | do to EARN eternal life.”)
but on what God has done for you. You can onlyrbagexperience the full, abundant
life here and now only because Jesus gave upf@ili you. So the question is what in
return are you willing to give up for God?

| hope you realize Jesus doesn’t call everybodsetbtheir possessions and give
the proceeds to the poor. But everybody is cdliegive up whatever it is, be it an
unhealthy attitude or behavior, that keeps you freaeiving from God the one thing you
lack.

This is Worldwide Communion Sunday when Christiaraund the world both
affluent and poor come together around our Lordibl& to celebrate the true wealth
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found only through Christ our Lord. It may takesgession to make us realize it, but it’s
far better to trust in riches money cannot buy, '&tm/e and provision, our family and
friends and the gift of eternal life.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Amen.
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